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Examining Our Sources

Source Pros Cons

Candidate’s  
literature  
(website,  

Potentially more detailed, with 
information about candidate’s  
position of issues.

Filled with spin—its purpose is to 
get you to support this candidate.

News media While some news sources have 
-

most work hard to be as objective 
as possible.

The sound bite—most news sourc-
es cut the position of a candidate 
down to seven seconds or less of 
airtime, hard to get into a lot of 
depth.

Blogs A wide diversity of voices on what’s 
happening.

The line between reporting and edi-

Don’t necessarily follow journalist 
rules of fact checking and sourcing. 

Non-partisan 
groups 

Provide detailed accounts of candi-
dates voting records and speeches. the information themselves and 

form an opinion. Fewer and fewer 
candidates are participating in the 
surveys groups like Project Vote 

-
tional elections. 

Interest group 
endorsements

Provides advice and shortcut to 
knowing who represents your inter-
ests. “If I like A, and A likes B, then I 
should like B.”

Subjective. Often limited to one 

policy decisions. 


